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Master’s Commission ministered to 4000 at retreats last weekend 

Perspective students invited to an open house preview day on Friday, April 3, 9AM-5PM 
New London, PA – March 26, 2009 - Ground Zero Master’s Commission helped run two weekend retreats for over 4000 regional teenagers this past weekend.  Six members of the team, under the leadership of Avon Grove Charter School graduate and third year Master’s Commission student Nick Cirino taught three workshops and helped with security at the Metro Maryland Youth for Christ (MMYFC) Impact Retreat in Ocean City, MD.  Meanwhile, the other 21 members of the Ground Zero Master’s Commission team organized and ran a retreat in North East, MD for 160 teens from five area churches.  This was an amazing weekend for everyone involved in helping these teens grow in their relationship with Jesus. 

“The Youth for Christ staff run two amazing conferences each year,” said Pastor Mike Atkins, Director of the Ground Zero Master’s Commission Program.  “We are excited to be invited to participate in such a well run, well planned, and effective growth weekend for teenagers in the tri-state region.”   

Cirino drove the team of six to the Ocean City Convention Center early Friday morning to help move in staging, setup the prayer room and the exhibit hall and decorate the main entry way under the guidance of Jeanne Arnold, the assistant director of MMYFC.    That evening, the team worked with Security Director Jim Hively to help seat participants in the main arena.   Saturday morning, the Master’s students taught a workshop titled, “Extreme Faith –How to share it” as 1 of 15 seminar choices available to the teenage attendees.  Saturday afternoon, Cirino and his team were responsible for keeping the activities in the exhibit hall safe and orderly.   Saturday night, they prayed with the students who made decisions to change areas of their lives or to accept Jesus as their personal Lord and Savior.    Later that night the team helped with an autograph session for several of the bands, artists, and performers present including Steve Fitzhugh, a former member of the NFL’s Denver Broncos, and the two time GRAMMY-nominated band, Skillet.  Sunday, they again helped seat students for the final session and assisted Arnold with tearing down the decorations, exhibit hall and prayer room.

Meanwhile students from New London’s Ground Zero Youth Ministry, Jennersville’s Church in The Vineyard’s Amped student ministry program, teenagers from Union Presbyterian in Kirkwood PA, students from Love of Christ Church in Bear, DE and youth from Cresaptown United Methodist church in Cumberland, MD gathered at the North Bay Retreat Center in North East, MD for a weekend of fun, worship, and some intense messages from a former member of Fort Myers Master’s Commission, Jason Maupin of Elevate Ministries in Florida.   Ground Zero Master’s Commission students organized the entire weekend, pulling together adults from several churches to lead bunks, run small groups, teach workshops and to help the retreat center staff prepare and serve meals and operate the rock walls, ropes course, zip line, and other high adventure activities. 

They started on Friday, going down around noon to start setting up the camp and preparing for the arrival of the students.   Master’s Commission augmented the adult volunteers they had recruited, serving as bunk leaders, small group leaders, food servers and participated as prayer counselors during the services.    The students boarded busses at the Christian Life Center in New London, PA and arrived at the camp about 6:30 PM.   After getting settled in their bunks and grabbing dinner, they headed to the theater for the first core service of the weekend.   After the worship, challenge and a time of prayer, the students headed to their bunks for small groups and a good night of rest.

Workshops were held throughout the weekend starting on Saturday morning after breakfast.    Topics included how to be a man of God, spiritual gifts, battling temptation, helping hurting friends, wedgie relief, doing spiritual laundry, dating, forgiveness, everyday worship, how teens can study the bible, accountability 101, self image, surrendering to Jesus, suiting up with scripture, and does God still do miracles.  These were taught by various adult volunteers and youth leaders from each of the churches involved and some of the Masters Commission students.  

The ‘Ground Zero Olympics’ were held on Saturday afternoon.   Games included team obstacle courses, human soccer with an 8’ beach ball, team building games and activities that involved everyone working together.    After the evening worship service, the team setup several black lights in the gym and treated the 160 teens to an hour of Glow-In-The-Dark-Dodgeball.   Students wore white shirts and the balls were wrapped in theatrical glow tape to ensure visibility.    

Maupin challenged the weekend at four core services throughout the weekend, encouraging them to live boldly for Christ and to avoid the pressure to fit in and conform to what their friends expect of them.   The Saturday evening worship service was incredibly powerful and several students made new commitments to change various areas of their lives and a few accepted Jesus as their Savior during the weekend.  

After the Sunday morning small group, worship service, and communion, the teens packed up and boarded busses to return home.   “It was an incredible weekend!” explained Atkins, who is also the Pastor of Children and Youth for one of the participating churches.

Ground Zero Master’s Commission is actively recruiting students for the 2009-2010 academic year.  On Friday, April 3rd 2009, High School Juniors and Seniors have the opportunity to experience a typical day at Ground Zero Masters Commission during their annual open house.   This preview day will allow high school students to experience an actual day in the life of a Master’s Commission student.  Starting at 8:55 AM, guests will participate in a worship service, see some of the academic courses they’ll be taking, and after lunch, they’ll participate in an actual drama practice session.  Visitors will also get to look inside the GZMC school of ministry training where, according to Atkins, they teach the “hands on, the behind-the-scenes, hidden side to real life, Jesus focused, outreach ministry.” Practicums range from preparing children and youth programming, small groups, leader resources, graphic design and ad campaign creation, t-shirt design and screen printing, video shooting and production, drama writing, as well as administrative how-to's like data basing, mailers, letter composition, parents resources, attendance, MS Office 2007 training and other tools that will help them in a broad spectrum of jobs.  The preview day is free and includes lunch.   Perspective students and their parents will have an opportunity to interact with current students, ask questions, and tour the facilities.  The preview day ends at 5 PM.   Students can register online at www.GZMConline.com/studentlife/preview_day.asp  or by calling 610-869-7332.
 One of 120 MC programs across the United States, Ground Zero Master’s Commission uses cutting edge music, dramas, human videos, and stomp to communicate God’s amazing plan, purpose & vision for today’s teenagers.   Based near Philadelphia PA, GZMC accepts young adults ages 18 to 25, discipling them in ministry for nine months, offering them 36 hours of college credit, and teaching them life skills that will benefit them the rest of their lives.  Having a youth ministry focus, GZMC trains and empowers young people to make a difference in the lives of teenagers.   For info about the team or to find out how a young adult you know can earn inexpensive accredited college credits through Ground Zero Master’s Commission, please visit www.GZMConline.com or call 610-869-7332.
# # #

MEDIA NOTE: 

Media representatives are invited to attend the preview day event.
For more information about the Ground Zero Master’s Commission Team or to schedule an interview, please contact Pastor Mike Atkins at (610) 869-7332 Tuesday-Friday 9am – 6pm or e-mail PastorMike@GZMConline.com.  

You can learn more about the Master’s Commission International Network by visiting www.MCIN.org
A full version of this press release available online at: 
http://www.gzmconline.com/updates/0809/200903_PressRelease_RetreatsAndPreviewDay.doc

